Nottinghamshire Women's Aid Ltd 

Background Information

In November 2006 Bassetlaw Women’s Aid Ltd became Nottinghamshire Women’s Aid Ltd.   The name change better reflects the areas in which we work.  Bassetlaw Women's Aid Ltd was formed in 1984 by a group of women who saw the need for a Refuge within this area. It offers temporary emergency accommodation, confidential advice, information and support to single women and women with children who have been physically, emotionally or sexually abused.   

The original Refuge, a five bedroomed house in Worksop was acquired for Bassetlaw Women’s Aid Ltd by Bassetlaw District Council in 1984. However, in conjunction with Nottinghamshire Community Housing Association (NCHA) we have subsequently acquired the property next door and now manage an eight bedded Refuge on their behalf.

We also manage 12 houses for Nottingham Community Housing Association which provide supported accommodation on assured shorthold tenancies for women with or without children escaping from all forms of domestic violence and abuse who have been in Refuge, or are in the community and who need housing with support in order to maintain their tenancy.

In 1996 we obtained funding to open a Women's Resource Centre in Worksop. In 2005 the Centre relocated to The Farr Centre in Worksop and became a centre for women, young people and children. The Centre offers information, guidance, support and training and a social meeting place.  Women, young people and children can just drop in for a coffee and a chat.  There is a purpose built playroom for children.  We provide children’s activities in the school holidays and professional childcare for mothers attending courses at the Centre. A free Legal Advice Surgery is available once a week. 

The Domestic Violence Unit, part of the Farr Centre supports women, young people and children who have experienced any form of domestic abuse and associated issues including poverty, homelessness, unemployment or other stresses and challenges.  The services within the Unit include an outreach service, floating support service, a supported housing scheme and the children’s outreach and resettlement service. Support is offered on a one to one basis in the home or in the Unit by appointment, drop-in or telephone.

Aims and Objectives

Nottinghamshire Women’s Aid Ltd aims to help women and their children who have experienced any form of physical, emotional or sexual abuse by meeting the following main objectives:

The Refuge

We will meet the immediate housing needs for women and their children who are escaping abuse by offering an immediate and temporary place of safety in the Refuge. Our “open door” policy ensures that no woman will be turned away without receiving assistance from our organisation.

We will offer the women and their children the support needed to adapt to their new environment and to provide the appropriate advice to empower women by encouraging them to determine their own future without prejudice or persuasion.

Supported Housing Scheme

We will enable the woman to maintain an assured shorthold tenancy through ongoing support and resettlement work up until the time the woman determines this is no longer needed.

We will recognise the varied and individual needs of each woman by reflecting this in the personal support agreements and respect these individual needs.

We will allocate assured shorthold accommodation that satisfies the needs of the woman and her children and by doing so seek external accommodation if required.

We will ensure that all supported houses are allocated in a fair and unprejudiced manner by adhering to the Equal Opportunities Policy at all times.

We will encourage a partnership between other agencies in support of this scheme.

We will recognise that the woman and her children may need ongoing support in the future and in doing so assist in finding this support either within the organisation or through another agency.

Floating Support, Outreach and Sanctuary Service

We will ensure that all women who are or have experienced domestic violence and have chosen to stay within their existing homes are given the same opportunities for information, support, and training.

We will endeavour to reduce the isolation of the women seeking our services due to location, disabilities, etc by providing an accessible rural as well as urban outreach service.

The Farr Centre

We will provide support to women in the community who are experiencing domestic violence, abuse, poverty, unemployment and changes to their lives.

We will provide information, support, guidance and training.

We will enable women to develop skills through involvement in social activities, to become confident, self aware and assertive in order that they can take control of the lives through self-determination.

Young People and Children’s Services

We will provide direct support to young people and children as individuals, within the family or in groups, around their experiences of domestic violence. 

We will provide child-focused support to women around their children’s experiences of domestic violence. 
We will liaise and advocate on behalf of young people, children and carers with other local agencies in order to coordinate support services in the community.

In support of our aims and objectives 

Nottinghamshire Women’s Aid Limited is run by women for women.

